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Attending the Eastville Community Historical Society’s 3rd 
Annual Juneteenth Jubilee on June 19, headed by its executive 
director Dr. Georgette Grier-Key, center, were LWV Co-
Presidents Terry Wildrick, left, and Arlene Hinkemeyer, right.

Wildrick Honored to Speak at AAEC Festival, June 3
By Terry Wildrick
The African American Education and Cultural Festival, 
Inc. is a nonprofit, nonpartisan organization with the 
mission of improving the quality of life for Black people, 
Indigenous people and People of Color. They focus on 
education, the arts, entrepreneurship and advocacy.  

On June 3, at the Riverhead Library, the AAECF 
presented a forum entitled “America and the Black 
Vote.” The vibrant social atmosphere was uplifting. After 
introductions and thank yous, Frederick Brewington, 
Esq. spoke briefly about the history of the Black vote via 
video presentation. His law firm specializes in civil rights 
issues. The panelists discussed what motivates people to 
vote, and how to encourage civic engagement, especially 
voting, in younger people. That discussion and goal are 
very much in line with the goals of LWV. #LiVoteready 
is the tag that AAECF uses for their voter outreach 
efforts. After the serious panel discussion, attendees 
enjoyed a delicious meal, including traditional soul food, 
served by young people. The evening continued with a 
special performance by Louis Irie. Basketball fans left to 

Speakers at the AAEC Festival on June 3 were, left to right, 
Godson Michel (President, Blue Surge Marketing Agency), 
Collette Morgan (Chair, Brookhaven Women’s Caucus), 
Honorable Dr. Taylor Darling (former NYS Assemblywoman), 
Alyson Bass, Esq., Terry Wildrick (Co-President, LWV 
Hamptons/Shelter Island/North Fork) and Jason Richberg 
(Suffolk County Legislator, 15th L.D.).

view the Knicks game, but many of us stayed on to enjoy 
the reggae-style music and dancing. This event was free 
and open to the public, as are most library events. 

League Honored at Juneteenth Jubilee by Eastville Community 
Historical Society
By Arlene Hinkemeyer
Our League was one of 10 organizations honored by 
the Eastville Community Historical Society in Sag 
Harbor at their 3rd Annual Jubilee Juneteenth Awards 
& Celebration Ceremony on June 19 at East Hampton’s 
Guild Hall. 
The theme this year, stated Historical Society executive 
director Dr. Georgette Grier-Key and her event co-chair 
Michael Butler, was “Conveying Community Through 
Culture: Commemorating the Unfinished Revolution.”
Keynote speaker was retired Assemblyman Fred Thiele, 
providing the history of Juneteenth. Also attending were 
local elected officials from Town, County and State, who 
presented certificates to each group being honored.
The nine other organizations recognized were the 
Montauk Library, Christ Episcopal Church, the 
Watermill Center, the Suffolk County Historical 
Museum, Sag Harbor Whaling Museum, Peconic Land 
Trust, the Village of Sag Harbor, Sag Harbor Chamber 
of Commerce, and the Southampton Arts & Culture 
Committee.
All attendees were asked to wear white. It was a truly 
outstanding event and involved a great deal of work 
in organizing the award ceremonies, food, music, 
flowers and raffles. Congratulations are certainly due 
the Eastville Community Historical Society on their 
memorable Juneteenth celebration.
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“Women Unite & Rise” at LWVUS Convention, June 25-28
By Renee Charles and Arlene Hinkemeyer
Our League participated in the LWVUS National 
Convention titled “Women Unite & Rise,” held in 
Columbus, Ohio, on June 25-28, with Enass Pappas 
serving as our virtual voting delegate, and Renee Charles 
and Arlene Hinkemeyer as our two virtual non-voting 
delegates. 

Altogether, 1,073 delegates from 49 states and the 
District of Columbia attended the convention, with the 
NYS League represented by approximately 40 in-person 
and 25 virtual delegates.

The agenda contained both learning/discussion sessions 
as well as plenary/voting sessions throughout the four-
day meeting and was chaired by the LWVUS President, 
Dianna Wynn. 

Among the major events at the Convention:

Welcoming Address. At a welcoming address, Lucy 
Baines Johnson, in a recorded message, recounted the 
struggle for voting rights that took place during her father 
Lyndon Johnson’s presidency, when the landmark Voting 
Rights Act passed Congress in August 1965.

State of the LWV Address. LWVUS President Dianna 
Wynn reviewed how the League was not only bigger 
now, by thousands, under the new membership structure, 
but also bolder, as it had to declare for the fi rst time 
in its 106-year history that the United States was in a 
constitutional crisis, of the Courts, of Congress, and of 

the Presidency. “We’re the largest non-partisan, voter 
registration organization in the United States,” she added, 
“and have been engaged in 136 state and federal lawsuits, 
with a 77% success rate in court.”

Elected to Offi ce for 2026-28 were: Dr. Sania Irwin, 
President (of Illinois, who holds a PhD in Industrial 
Engineering & Electrical Engineering from Northwestern 
University); Vedna Lacombe-Heywood, Vice President; 
Julie Stackhouse, Treasurer; and Toni Monette, Secretary.

New Programs Passed were: (1) A new over-arching 
program titled “Defending a Democracy Under Siege,”
which includes planks on Voting Rights, Protecting 
Elections, Redistricting, Immigration, Individual Rights, 
and The Presidency. (2) A concurrence with the LWV 
Washington State position on “Protecting the Rights 
of Immigrants,” stating that the LWV believes that all 
residents of the United States, regardless of immigration 
status or citizenship, should be treated with dignity and 
respect; that they should have access to essential state-
funded services, have the opportunity to avail themselves 
of legal representation in court and immigration 
proceedings, and have the opportunity to live and work 
in safety. The League encourages all elected offi cials and 
government leaders in the U.S. to take action to ensure 
these fundamental rights. It also means that political 
leaders have an obligation to condemn xenophobia, 
discrimination, and anti-immigrant rhetoric.

The LWVUS delegates also passed six resolutions to: 
(1) Continue support of a non-partisan Civil Service; (2) 
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Continue support of District of Columbia statehood; (3) 
Continued mobilization to hold Congress accountable; 
(4) Abolish the Electoral College in favor of the National 
Popular Vote; (5) Proper oversight of surveillance 
technology used by federal, state and local government; 
(6) More advocacy against human traffi cking.

Special speaker Chris Sally-Davis. As the Senior 
Director of Girl Scouts USA, she spoke about their 
“Promote the Vote” project taking place in 111 Girl Scout 
Councils around the nation, and their six Democracy 
badges.

Several Bylaws Amendments were passed. One in 
Article II, Section 2, Policies. Members Rights and 
Responsibilities, will have to be added to our LWVH/SI/

July 4: League 
Marches in Shelter 
Island Parade
Despite the record heat and 
humidity, League members 
on Shelter Island dressed in 
white, donned historic “Votes 
for Women” gold sashes, and 
carried signs proclaiming  the 
League’s motto, “Democracy 
Is Not a Spectator Sport” to 
march in the Shelter Island 
4th of July Parade celebrating 
the semiquincentennial. 

NF Bylaws at our Annual Meeting in 2027, since our 
Articles I, II and III have to be identical to the Nat’l 
Bylaws. It states: “League members and leaders shall 
comply with the Member Rights & Responsibilities 
Policy and shall participate in accordance with League 
governance standards. The League expects that members 
treat others with respect and civility when participating 
in all League activities.”
The Budget for 2026-28 was passed.

In Conclusion. The LWVUS National Convention ended 
with an encouraging, uplifting, mission-focused fi reside 
chat with LWVUS CEO Celina Stewart, Esq. (who is a 
voting rights attorney) and incoming President Dr. Sania 
Irwin.  The next LWVUS National Convention will be 
held in 2028.
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By Kathleen Mulcahy
During the winter and spring of 2026, the League of 
Women Voters of the Hamptons, Shelter Island and the 
North Fork surveyed 130 high school students from five 
East End Long Island schools to better understand young 
people’s knowledge, attitudes, and intentions regarding 
voting and civic participation. The respondents were 
primarily Juniors (70%), with Seniors making up the 
remaining 30%, representing students who are either 
eligible to vote or soon will be.
The survey found that East End students are generally 
enthusiastic about participating in the electoral 
process. A large majority plan to register to vote, with 
nearly eight out of ten expecting to register through 
the Department of Motor Vehicles, highlighting 
the importance of automatic and convenient voter 
registration opportunities.
Students also demonstrated a growing understanding of 
voting procedures, including where and how they can 
cast a ballot. Responses suggest increasing awareness of 
the various voting options available, including Election 
Day voting, absentee voting, and early voting.
One of the most notable findings was the increase in 
students planning to register with a political party. 
In the 2024 survey, only 26% said they intended to 
register with a party. The 2026 results show a substantial 
increase, suggesting that today’s students are becoming 
more engaged with the political process and more 
willing to identify with a political affiliation as they 
prepare to vote.
Overall, the 2026 survey paints an encouraging picture 

of the next generation of voters. While continued voter 
education remains important, particularly regarding 
registration options and election procedures, the results 
indicate that many East End high school students 
are entering adulthood with a strong interest in civic 
engagement and a greater readiness to participate in 
democracy than was observed just two years earlier.

What are the issues that concern teens most (and how 
have they changed in the past two years)
Economic concerns continue to dominate.
Inflation remains the top concern by a wide margin, 
increasing slightly from 64% to 66%. Students 
also expressed greater concern about employment 
opportunities, while concern over the cost of higher 
education remained virtually unchanged. This suggests 
that economic security continues to be foremost in 
students’ minds.

International issues have become much more 
important.
Concern about global conflicts rose dramatically from 
43% to nearly 58%, making it the second-highest 
priority in 2026. This likely reflects growing awareness 
of ongoing international conflicts and global instability.

Climate remains a top-tier issue.
Concern about environmental and climate change 
increased modestly, remaining one of the five most 
important national issues for East End students.

Teens Talk Voting 2026 Survey Results Are In
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Social justice issues declined in priority.
Several issues that ranked relatively high in 2024 
declined in 2026:
•	 Racial inequality experienced the largest drop 
(42.5% to 26.9%). 
•	 Gun control fell from 48% to 37.7%. 
•	 Equal rights, reproductive rights, and mental 
health all showed smaller declines. 
This does not necessarily indicate students view these 
issues as unimportant—rather, when limited to selecting 
only five concerns, more students prioritized economic 
and international issues. Survey comparisons should be 
interpreted cautiously because differences in percentages 
alone do not establish statistically significant changes. 

Concern about democracy increased.
Although still not among the highest-ranked issues, 
concern that “democracy is at risk” increased 
substantially, from 15.5% to 24.6%, suggesting greater 
awareness of political institutions and civic issues.

On a Local Level
In concerns about Local Issues, the results were almost 
identical to the previous surveys with cost of living and 
housing costs being far and away the major concerns.   
Over-development took the third place, climbing above 
transportation and water quality from the previous 
survey.
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Dear Friends, 

On behalf of the League of Women Voters of the Hamptons, Shelter Island and the North Fork, I am 
writing to ask for your financial support of our ongoing work to protect democracy and safeguard our 
communities’ fundamental right to vote. 

At a time when public trust in institutions is strained and access to accurate information is more critical 
than ever, our League remains committed to nonpartisan, fact-based civic engagement. Our mission is 
simple but essential: empower voters and defend the democratic process. 

Your contribution directly supports meaningful local initiatives, including: 

• New Voter Registration Drives – Ensuring that eligible residents are registered and prepared to 
participate in elections. 

• New Citizen Voter Registration – Welcoming newly naturalized citizens into the democratic 
process and helping them understand their voting rights and responsibilities. 

• High School Civic Programs –Introduce students to the democratic process through 
experiential learning, and our Teen Voter Survey. 

• Student Leadership Scholarships – Awarded annually to a local high school senior who 
demonstrates a strong commitment to civic engagement and community service. 

• Meetings with Local Officials – Facilitating informed dialogue with elected representatives 
about issues that impact our communities. 

These programs require sustained financial resources. Printing voter guides, hosting educational forums, 
organizing student programs, awarding scholarships, and maintaining outreach efforts all depend on the 
generosity of supporters who believe, as we do, that democracy works best when citizens are informed 
and engaged. 

Your donation—of any amount—will help us continue this vital work across the Hamptons, Shelter 
Island, and the North Fork. 

Please consider making a contribution today to strengthen civic participation and protect the integrity of 
our local democratic institutions by sending a check, made out to League of Women Voters, to our PO 
Box 2253, East Hampton, N.Y.11937, or donating via the enclosed QR Code, which goes to our 
website. 

Thank you,  

 

Co-Presidents Arlene Hinkemeyer & Terry Wildrick 
LWV of the Hamptons, Shelter Island & North Fork 

lwvhsinf.org          
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LWVH/SI/NF Board
OFFICERS
Co-Presidents
Arlene Hinkemeyer
   631-324-6713
   ahinkemeyer@optonline.net
 
Terese Wildrick
   914-260-0499   
terrywildrick@gmail.com
 
Vice President
Kathleen Mulcahy
   917-716-6068
   kmmsagharbor@gmail.com

Isabel Sepulveda-Scanlon
   516-446-6565
   IsaScanlon631@gmail.com 

Recording Secretary
Renee Charles
   917-930-4879
   Rcharles6@nyc.rr.com 

Treasurer
Ena Pappas
  609-744-4662
  Pappasea1@gmail.com

ELECTED DIRECTORS
Glorian Berk 
   631-974-2635
   glorianberk@aol.com     
Terri Levin Davgin
    516-445-7365
    ehampcook@yahoo.com

Estelle Gellman
    631-324-9102
    Estelle.s.gellman@hofstra.edu

Susan Wilson
   631-495-9288
    hamptonssw@gmail.com

APPOINTED DIRECTORS

Neil Cohen
   917-880-7304
   neilcohen.8@gmail.com

Andrea Gabor
   917-685-7666
   aagabor@aol.com

Sarah Hussain
     631-306-6710
     Haussains2@gmail.com 
 
Margo Manukian
     703-981-4785
     MargoManukian@gmail.com 

Martha Potter
     510-525-6068
     mtpotter@optonline.net 

Alicia Sullivan
   415-710-2701
   Asullivan55@sbcglobal.net  

PORTFOLIO CHAIRS
Diversity, Equity, Inclusion
Terese Wildrick
   914-260-0499
   terrywildrick@gmail.com

Government
Andrea Gabor
   917-685-7666
   aagabor@aol.com

Health
Valerie King (Off-Board)
   646-217-1825
   valeriekingphd@gmail.com

Membership
Estelle Gellman, Co-Chair
   631-324-9120
   Estelle.s.gellman@hofstra.edu

Mary Pellicane (Off-Board Co-
Chair)
    312-590-0594
    mpellicane@aol.com 

Publicity
Arlene Hinkemeyer
631-324-6713
ahinkemeyer@optonline.net 

Social Media
Isabel Sepulveda-Scanlon
   516-446-6565
   iscanlon13@yahoo.com

Special Events
Kathleen Mulcahy
   917-716-6068
   kmmsagharbor@gmail.com

Sustainability
(Formerly Natural Resources)
Glorian Berk
    631-974-2635
    glorianberk@aol.com

Voter Services
Tracy Grathwohl (Off-Board 
Co-Chair for Tabling)
    631-377-6562
    grathw@aol.com

Alicia Sullivan, Co-Chair for 
Debates
   415-710-2701
   Asullivan55@sbcglobal.net  

Voter Newsletter Editor
Arlene Hinkemeyer, Interim
    631-324-6713
    ahinkemeyer@optonline.net  

Webmaster
Estelle Gellman
631-324-9210
estelle.s.gellman@hofstra.edu

Youth
Susan Wilson (formerly 
Education)  
631-495-9288
   hamptonssw@gmail.com
Nominating Committee
Kathleen Mulcahy
    917-716-6068
    kmmsagharbor@gmail.com 

•	 Apple Bank
•	 Chiffert Engineering
•	 DiSunno Architecture
•	 East End Hospice
•	 East Hampton Indoor Tennis
•	 EDB Realty
•	 East End Classic Boat Society
•	 Evelyn Alexander Wildlife Rescue
•	 Fandango
•	 Geekhampton
•	 Hampton Coffee Company
•	 Hamptons Doc Fest
•	 Hampton Theatre Company
•	 Hamptons Virtual Office Center

•	 Herrick Hardware
•	 Joe’s Garage
•	 M&T Bank
•	 Montauk Dental
•	 Nancy’s Tailoring
•	 OneOnOne PT
•	 Peconic Landing
•	 Quogue Wildlife Refuge
•	 Roeloff’s East Hampton Optical
•	 Rogers Memorial Library
•	 Southrifty Drug
•	 Tuomey,Latham,Shea,Kelley,Dubin&Quartararo, LLP
•	 Westhampton Beach Performing Arts Center
•	 Wharf Shop

The League of Women Voters of the Hamptons, Shelter Island & North Fork thanks all these businesses for 
their support. We encourage our members and others who receive the Voter to patronize these businesses 

and to mention they saw the ad in the Voter.

ADVERTISERS
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The League of Women Voters

Nonpartisan.  Political.  Grassroots.  Volunteer.

Making democracy work through voter education, 
issue advocacy, and civic participation.


