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Experience resort-style living at North America’s 
#1 senior living community for wellness.

Call (631) 540-1360 or visit 
www.peconiclanding.org
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by Arlene Hinkemeyer 

As we celebrate the 250th anniversary of the signing of 
the Declaration of Independence this July, we want to take 
note of William Floyd, one of the 56 signers, among the 
four from New York State, and the only one from Long 
Island.
Born on December 17, 1734 in Brookhaven, he was one 
of nine children born to Nicoll Floyd and Tabitha Smith. 
Though from a well-to-do family of Welsh stock, his 
education was limited to home instruction, while he was 
kept busy working on the family farm, and then managing 
the farm when both of his parents died by the time he was 
20.
At the Old Mastic House and the 4,400 acres he inherited, 
he farmed wheat, rye, oats, corn and flax, also raising 
sheep, cattle and pigs. His land fronted the Great South 
Bay, so he could also ship seafood from his dock.
In 1760 he married Hannah Jones of Southampton, 
had three children, and became a respected community 
member, active in church and town and a commission as 
colonel in the Suffolk County Militia.
He was elected to represent Suffolk County in the 1st 
Continental Congress in Philadelphia from 1774-77 and 
then again from 1779-83, and was the first New Yorker to 
sign the Declaration of Independence in 1776. It is said 
he rarely spoke but did attend reliably and voted on all the 
major issues.
A few weeks after the Declaration was signed, British 
forces defeated an American army at the Battle of Long 
Island (the Battle of Brooklyn) in August 1776 and 
confiscated his house and land for eight years, using it as a 
cavalry barracks, with Loyalists looting the property. His 
family fled to Connecticut, where his wife died in 1781.
When his family returned in 1783, the estate was in ruins. 
In 1784 he married his second wife, Joanna Strong of 
Setauket, and had two children with her. That year he 

Meet William Floyd (1734-1821): Long Island’s Only Signer of the 
Declaration of Independence

purchased a tract of land upstate, near what is now 
Rome, and in 1787 obtained a state grant of over 10,000 
acres there also. Floyd served in the NYS Senate from 
1777-88 and also later.
In 1789 Floyd was elected a Congressman to the first 
Congress under the new U.S. Constitution, which 
met in New York, serving until 1791. In 1795, he ran 
unsuccessfully for Lt. Governor of NY with Robert 
Yates.
In 1794 he transferred ownership of his Long Island 
home and farm to his son Nicoll and built a home 
upstate near what is now Westernville. He retired from 
public life in 1803, lived upstate for the rest of his life, 
passing away at age 86 on August 4, 1821, and is buried 
in the Westernville Cemetery in Oneida County.
Named after him are the William Floyd School District 
and the William Floyd Parkway in Brookhaven Town, 
and the Town of Floyd in Oneida County.
The William Floyd Estate in Mastic Beach on Great 
South Bay—a historic house with 25 furnished rooms 
and other buildings on 613 acres—is now managed by 
the National Park Service, with the buildings and hiking 
trails open to visitors.

William Floyd, from a 1792 painting by Ralph Earl

The Old Mastic House, as it looks today
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(Continued from page 1)

Stony Brook University President
Dr. Andrea Goldsmith

Previous to coming here, she served as Dean of 
Engineering and Applied Science at Princeton for fi ve 
years, and before that, 21 years on Stanford University’s 
engineering faculty. She earned her Bachelor’s, Master’s 
and Doctoral degrees all in engineering from the 
University of California, Berkeley.

Dr. Goldsmith has a long resume, including 38 patents 
in the fi eld of wireless technology, and many honors 
and leadership roles, including being the fi rst woman to 
receive the 2020 Marconi Prize—the highest honor in 
telecommunications research.

Her talk will cover programs at the Stony Brook 
Southampton campus, including their new “Future 
Scholars” program with fi ve local school districts.
Please RSVP to our website at lwvhsinf@gmail.com

LWV Program; Learn About Town 
Advisory Committees
(Continued from page 1)
Housing Advisory Board, Housing Authority, Dark 
Skies Committee, Latino Advisory Committee, Board 
of Ethics, Historic Burying Ground Committee, 
Community Preservation Fund Advisory Board, and 
Hamlet Citizen Advisory Committees. 
Attendees are welcome to ask questions after the 
presentations, and refreshments will also be served.
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LWV of the Hamptons, Shelter
Island, and the North Fork

LWV Interview on WLIW-FM, March 19
Gianna Volpe, left, whose NPR radio show, “Heart of the East 
End” appears Monday through Friday from 9-11 a.m., invited 
Leaguers Arlene Hinkemeyer, Meg Noonan and Terry Wildrick 
to speak about current threats to voting, especially the SAVE 
America Act. The League was pleased to be invited. 
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LWVH/SI/NF Board
OFFICERS
Co-Presidents
Arlene Hinkemeyer
   631-324-6713
   ahinkemeyer@optonline.net
 
Terese Wildrick
   914-260-0499; 631-728-6897
   terrywildrick@gmail.com
 

Vice President
Eva Moore
   631-238-5134
   elmoony289@gmail.com

Co-Recording Secretaries
Andrea Gabor
917-685-7666
aagabor@aol.com

Eva Moore
631-238-5134
elmoony289@gmail.com

Treasurer
Cathy Peacock
631-379-2609
cathpeac7@gmail.com

ELECTED DIRECTORS
Terri Levin Davgin
    516-445-7365
    ehampcook@yahoo.com
 
Isabel Sepulveda-Scanlon
   516-446-6565
   iscanlon13@yahoo.com

APPOINTED DIRECTORS

Glorian Berk 
   631-974-2635
   glorianberk@aol.com     
 
Estelle Gellman
   631-324-9102
   Estelle.s.gellman@hofstra.edu
 
Kathleen Mulcahy
   917-716-6068
   kmmsagharbor@gmail.com
 
Judi Roth
   914-260-2729
   rothhandj@yahoo.com
  
Donna Vallone
  202-320-6908
  drdvallone@gmail.com
 
Susan Wilson
   631-495-9288
   hamptonssw@gmail.com
 
Marian Zucker
   917-561-5535
   marianzucker@gmail.com

PORTFOLIO CHAIRS
Diversity, Equity, Inclusion
Terese Wildrick
   914-260-0499
   terrywildrick@gmail.com

Government
Andrea Gabor
   917-685-7666
   aagabor@aol.com

Health
Valerie King (Off-Board)
   646-217-1825
   valeriekingphd@gmail.com

Membership
Ursula Lynch (Off-Board)
   631-353-2039
   umlynch@gmail.com

Estelle Gellman & Registrar
   631-324-9120
   Estelle.s.gellman@hofstra.edu
 
Afton DiSunno, Interim 
Registrar (Off-Board)
   631-324-7995
   aftondis26@optimum.net

Publicity
Arlene Hinkemeyer
631-324-6713
ahinkemeyer@optonline.net 

Social Media
Isabel Sepulveda-Scanlon
   516-446-6565
   iscanlon13@yahoo.com

Special Events
Kathleen Mulcahy
   917-716-6068
   kmmsagharbor@gmail.com

 Judi Roth
   914-260-2729
   rothhandj@yahoo.com

Sustainability
(Formerly Natural Resources)
Glorian Berk
    631-974-2635
    glorianberk@aol.com

Voter Services
Neil Cohen
917-880-7304
neilcohen.8@gmail.com

Voter Newsletter Editor
Eva Moore
   631-238-5134
   elmoony289@gmail.com

Webmaster
Estelle Gellman
631-324-9210
estelle.s.gellman@hofstra.edu

Youth
(Formerly Education)
Susan Wilson
631-283-6549
hamptonssw@gmail.com

Nominating Committee
Mary O’Brien
   631-375-7182
   Mobrien42@verizon.net

•	 Apple Bank
•	 Carleton’s Paving & Sealcoating                 
•	 Chiffert Engineering
•	 Cognitive Screening
•	 DiSunno Architecture
•	 East Hampton Business Service
•	 East Hampton Indoor Tennis
•	 EDB Realty
•	 East End Classic Boat Society
•	 Evelyn Alexander Wildlife Rescue
•	 Fandango
•	 Geekhampton
•	 Hampton Coffee Company
•	 Hamptons Doc Fest
•	 Hampton Theatre Company

•	 Hamptons Virtual Office Center
•	 Herrick Hardware
•	 Joe’s Garage
•	 M&T Bank
•	 Montauk Dental
•	 Nancy’s Tailoring
•	 OneOnOne PT
•	 Peconic Landing
•	 Quogue Wildlife Refuge
•	 Roeloff’s East Hampton Optical
•	 Rogers Memorial Library
•	 Southrifty Drug
•	 Tuomey,Latham,Shea,Kelley,Dubin&Quartararo, LLP
•	 Westhampton Beach Performing Arts Center
•	 Wharf Shop

The League of Women Voters of the Hamptons, Shelter Island & North Fork thanks all these businesses for 
their support. We encourage our members and others who receive the Voter to patronize these businesses 

and to mention they saw the ad in the Voter.
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The League of Women Voters

Nonpartisan.  Political.  Grassroots.  Volunteer.

Making democracy work through voter education, 
issue advocacy, and civic participation.


